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CoLLEGIATE ATHLETIC CONFERENCE













Oct. 2009

Dear Applicant

Thank you for your interest in officiating football in the Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference. We are very proud of the Conference especially the football officiating program. Many people have asked what it takes to get into collegiate officiating. To help you with the transition, I’ve outlined the steps toward being successful. 

Experience – Get as much on-field experience as possible. Work as many games and scrimmages as possible. Applicants should have at least 5 years of high school football officiating at the varsity level and be working a full schedule of at least 8 varsity games. Collegiate experience is a bonus.

Involvement – Get to know successful college officials in your area and attend local meetings. This is an excellent way to learn the philosophy of collegiate officiating and develop an understanding of the rules and mechanics. Attending local study meetings is a great method to accelerate your growth as an official and it indicates you are interested in being a better official.

Rules – Study and learn the college rules. NCAA rulebooks can be purchased from the NCAA (www.ncaa.org) for less than $10.

Mechanics – Proper on-field mechanics are essential to working at the college level. Knowing positioning, player keys, coverage and movement is mandatory. 6 Man and 7 Man Mechanics Manuals are available from Referee Magazine ( www.referee.com) for about $15 each.

Clinics – Clinics are a great way to meet other officials and learn from seasoned officials. Usually upper level college or professional officials teach these clinics. Most clinics are held in the spring or summer.

JV Games - Availability to work HCAC Junior Varsity games is very important. This provides an excellent opportunity to develop the skills necessary to work at this level. It also gives me an opportunity to see candidates work.

Physical Conditioning - Weight control and physical conditioning is critical to officiating in the conference. Over weight and out of shape applicants will not be considered for the HCAC.

Participating in the HCAC Clinic, meetings and rules examination is recommended. Our next clinic is Sun-Aug 1, 2010 at Franklin College.

Applicants selected to work in the HCAC will be selected on the basis of ability and experience with geographical location a consideration. Individuals employed by a member institution will not be eligible for working in the conference, however these individuals could work non-conference games.

Thanks again for your interest in the HCAC and I wish you the best in your progression into collegiate football.







Larry Snyder







Coordinator of Officials







5234 Wilton Wood Ct.







Indianapolis, IN  46254
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