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Officials’ Bulletin 2009.07

To:	Head Football Coaches, Big 12/Southland Officiating Staff
From:	Walt Anderson, Byron Boston – Officiating Coordinators
Date:	October 15, 2009


Uncatchable Passes	
We want to work to improve our communication among officials when we have a pass that is uncatchable.  Very often, the official(s) working the catch do not have as good a perspective of the pass as an off official.  Remember that several factors are involved in determining if a pass is uncatchable, including but not limited to landing spot, trajectory, timing relative to player contact, ball tipped, or players running with back to ball and/or making no attempt to get to a pass.  By rule, when in question a pass is catchable and we want to use that when there is uncertainty in our assessment of this situation.  But this rule does not mean we should rule every pass catchable or use it as a crutch to avoid an accurate assessment of the status of a pass.  Passes that are deep in the field of play can often get assistance from the wing officials (HL, LJ) and passes deep to the sideline can often get help from the BJ.  The FJ or SJ can help on short passes if they are not involved in ruling on the pass.  The bottom line is that we want to improve our communication on the field.  We would much rather see a discussion by someone when a pass is in question and still come out of the conference with a ruling of catchable, than to not be open to discussion or questioning an official’s judgment on the field.  We have become more accustomed to getting involved and asking questions in an attempt to get the play right and we want to continue that trend.  The old traditional practice of never questioning another official’s call on the field does not serve us well in today’s game with all the scrutiny, camera angles and accountability standards we have.

Umpire Position on Punts
In looking at much of our video, we feel too many umpires are lining up too deep on punts and this presents two problems.  First, you are dodging players too late and in greater danger of getting hit with more velocity.  Second, this delays your turning to follow the second wave of blockers and therefore you don’t get in position to visually see as much as we need.  Unless circumstances present a special situation, we would like for you to line up at 7 yards.  This should allow you to step up and clear that second wave quicker and more safely.

Horsecollar Tackle
For us to have a foul for UNR/HCT, the defender must grab the back or side of the collar of the shoulder pads or jersey.  Grabbing another part of the jersey such as at the shoulder, numbers, or side of the jersey and pulling the runner down is not a Horsecollar tackle.  As in other safety related fouls, if the hand is in the vicinity of the collar and you cannot tell if he has the collar or not, we want to err on the side of the safety and call a foul if the immediate pulling requirement is met.  But just to be sure we understand, just grabbing another part of the jersey and pulling a runner immediately down is not a foul.

Stretching Tight Plays
When we have tight plays on scores or changes of possession, we want to alert the Referee to stretch making the ball ready for play for a few extra seconds to allow TV to show a replay of the tight score or COP.  Since the 40 second clock is not a factor, this allows TV time to show a replay.  Certain networks will not show replays after scores or changes of possession until after the Try or another play choosing instead to show shots of players, coaches, fans, etc. for entertainment purposes.  That is certainly their call and they pay for that right, but it does not help us in trying to confirm tight action in these two situations where we certainly want to be sure the ruling on the field is correct.  We cannot stretch plays in other situations, but because these two do not involve the normal running 40 second clock, be alert if you sense that the play is tight and may need to be reviewed.  We’re talking no more than about 10-15 extra seconds.  
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