Guidelines for Plays Involving the Pylon

General Rules 

· If a ball carrier advancing from the field of play has possession of a live ball when it penetrates the opponent’s goal line he shall be awarded a score.   

· The pylon is in the end zone but is considered out of bounds. 

· A player who touches a pylon is out of bounds.

· A ball that touches the pylon is out of bounds behind the goal line.

Philosophy

· A runner is a player with possession of a live ball advancing towards his opponent’s goal line on his feet. 

· An airborne player is one who voluntarily leaves his feet and dives or lunges in an attempt to get to his opponent’s goal line. 

· A runner who is hit by an opponent causing him to become airborne is still considered a runner and the rules regarding a runner at the pylon will still apply.

Play Situations – Score 

· Runner crosses goal line with possession of the ball. Both runner and ball cross inside the pylon – Score
· Runner crosses goal line with possession of the ball. Runner is inside the pylon and ball is outside the pylon – Score

· Runner crosses goal line extended with possession of the live ball. Runner crosses over the pylon and ball is outside the pylon – Score
· Consider this play at the right-hand goal-line pylon:  The ball carrier has the ball in his right hand.  His left foot hits inbounds at the one-foot line, he sticks the ball across the plane of the goal line extended (i.e., outside the pylon) and then his right foot hits the ground to the right of the pylon.  In this case the live ball has penetrated the goal-line plane extended.  --  ​Score
· Runner gets hit near the goal line causing him to leave his feet. Both runner and ball cross inside the pylon – Score
· Runner gets hit near the goal line causing him to leave his feet. Runner crosses goal line extended over the pylon and ball crosses outside the pylon – Score
· Player dives and crosses goal line with possession of the ball. Both player and ball cross inside the pylon – Score
· Player dives and crosses goal line with possession of the ball. Both player and  ball cross over the pylon – Score
· Player dives and crosses goal line with possession of the ball. Player crosses outside pylon and ball crosses inside the pylon – Score
· Player dives and crosses goal line with possession of the ball. Player crosses outside pylon and ball crosses over pylon – Score
Play Situations – No Score

· Play at the right-hand goal-line pylon: Runner crosses goal line extended with possession of the ball. Both runner and ball cross outside the pylon – No Score

· The ball carrier has the ball in his right hand.  His left foot hits inbounds at the one-foot line, his right foot hits the ground to the right of the pylon(OB) then he sticks the ball across the plane of the goal line extended (i.e., outside the pylon).  In this case a dead ball has penetrated the goal-line plane extended.  – No Score
· Runner gets hit near the goal line causing him to leave his feet. Both runner and ball cross goal line extended outside the pylon. Runner hits OB/Pylon before the ball penetrates the goal line extended – No Score
· Player dives (airborne) and crosses goal line extended with possession of the ball. Both player and ball cross outside the pylon – No Score
· Player dives (airborne) and crosses goal line extended with possession of the ball. Player crosses inside pylon and ball crosses outside the pylon – No Score
· Player dives (airborne) and crosses goal line extended with possession of the ball. Player crosses over pylon and ball crosses outside the pylon – No Score
 These last three plays are similar to AR 8-2-1-IV

_____________________________________________________________

 General comments: The word “airborne” is restricted to those cases where the runner voluntarily leaves his feet and dives or lunges. 
